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Lutherans Were Refugees 
In the winter of 1709, a group of German-speaking 
Protestants known as the Palatines began migrating 
from the Rhineland Palatinate in what is now 
western Germany. They began this migration after 
thirty years of bloodshed, plague, and famine 
resulting from religious warfare between the 
Protestants and the neighboring French and 
German Catholic princes. They followed the Rhine 
to Holland, were embarked on British ships, and set 
sail. They were refused landing in London, and after 
journeys of up to six months, the three thousand 
survivors arrived in New York, where they were 
interned on what is now Governor's Island. (About a 
third of the refugees died en route, including nearly 
all of the infants and most of the elderly.) Eventually 
these "Palatines", despised by their English and 
Dutch predecessors as sick, poor, ragged, and 
ignorant, were settled as indentured servants (a 
genteel term for slaves) in upstate New York as a 
buffer between the established settlements along the 
Hudson and the French and hostile Native 
Americans to the north and west. One of those 
Palatines was a boy named Conrad Weiser, and 
eventually he and many of them would settle in the 
Lebanon Valley of Pennsylvania. Weiser's daughter 
Anna married Henry Melchior Muhlenberg, one of 
the founders of Lutheranism in the Americas and 
founding pastor of Salem Lutheran Church in 
Lebanon, PA, among many others. Their son Peter 
(Weiser's grandson) would serve as a major general 
in the Continental Army during the Revolutionary 
War and later in Congress. #refugeesbuiltAmerica  

 Shared from Rev. Bob Ierien, Lebanon, PA 

 
A Prayer for Refugees 

Almighty and merciful God, 
whose Son became a refugee 

and had no place to call his own; 
 

look with mercy on those who today 
are fleeing from danger, 
homeless and hungry. 

 
Bless those who work to bring them relief; 

inspire generosity and compassion in all our hearts;  
and guide the nations of the world towards that day 

when all will rejoice in your Kingdom of justice and of 
peace; 

 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 
 

http:/www.invitationtoprayer.org/prayers_refugees.html 

 

Special dates 
• Ash Wednesday, March 1, 2017  
• World Day of Prayer, March 3, 2017  
• First Sunday in Lent, March 5, 2017  
• Second Sunday in Lent, March 12, 2017  
• Daylight-Saving Time begins, March 12, 2017  
• Girl Scout Sunday, March 12, 2017  
• Third Sunday in Lent, March 19, 2017  
• First day of spring, March 20, 2017  
• Fourth Sunday in Lent, March 26, 2017 

 
 

 

NO Dinner Church in March 
Please join us for the Lenten Cluster Services this month. 
  

http://www.invitationtoprayer.org/prayers_refugees.html
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Lent Begins Ash Wednesday March 1st 
with Holy Communion and Imposition 

of Ashes 
On Wednesday evening March 1st at 7:00 pm we’ll 

gather for worship to celebrate the beginning of Lent, a 
time when we get more serious about study and service 
and worship as we recall Jesus’ final days and His trip to 
Jerusalem, the cross and the subsequent Resurrection.   
 During the service we will celebrate Holy 
Communion and those who wish can come forward for 
the Imposition of Ashes as we humble ourselves and 
repent to begin our Lenten journey.   
 

North Lancaster Lutheran  
Lenten Services 2017 

The North Lancaster Cluster of Lutheran 
Churches will begin their series of Lenten worship 
services on Ash Wednesday March 1st when each 
congregation will conduct services at their own church. 

This year’s theme will be “Luther’s Favorite Book: 
Galatians” to commemorate the 500th anniversary of the 
date when Martin Luther began the Reformation which 
was a challenge to the Church. 

The offering from the services will be donated to 
St. Paul Lutheran Church in Lititz for their Habitat for 
Humanity project to benefit veterans. 
Refreshments will follow each service. 

The services will begin at 7:00 pm. If there is a 
question about the weather, please contact the host 
church on the day of the service and information will be 
provided. 
 

The series schedule is as follows: 
 
March 8th:  The service will be at St. Paul, Adamstown, 
with Pastor Tim Craven (Mellingers, Schoeneck) 
preaching on the topic “Galatians 1: There is No Other 
Gospel”.                                                                (717)484-4885 
 
March 15th:  The service will be at Bergstrasse, Ephrata, 
with Pastor Joe Veres (Faith Denver) preaching on the 
topic “Galatians 2: The Freedom We Have in Christ”.   

                   (717)733-7808 
 
March 22nd:  The service will be at Muddy Creek, 
Denver, with Pastor Walter Wagner (St. John Center East 
Earl) preaching on the topic “Galatians 3: Spirit or Flesh”. 

          (717)336-2770 
 
March 29th: The service will be at Mellingers, Schoeneck 
(Stevens), with Pastor Peter Schwabe-Fry (Muddy Creek 
Denver) preaching on the topic “Galatians 4: No Longer 
Slaves”.                                                                 (717)336-8800 
 
April 5th: The service will be at St. John Center, East  
Earl, with Pastor Herb Lohr (Bergstrasse Ephrata) 
preaching on the topic “Galatians 5: For Freedom Christ 
Has Set Us Free”.                                                (717)445-5505 
 

April 12th: This Holy Week service will be held at Faith, 
Denver, with Pastor Sandy Gideon (St. Paul Adamstown) 
preaching on the topic “Galatians 6: Amen”.   

(717)226-2141 
 
Included in the series is the Ascension Day service of Holy 
Communion which will be held Thursday evening May 
25th at 7:00 pm at Swamp Lutheran Church in Reinholds 
with host Pastor Dennis Trout preaching.  (717)336-2849 
 

 

 
We are in need of the following Worship 
Assistants: Acolytes, Candlebearers, Communion 
Assistants, Crucifers, Lay Worship Leaders and Nursery 
Attendants. Anyone interested in participating in worship 
as a leader in this way should contact Pastor Tim or the 
Church office. 
 

Volunteers Wanted to Take Communion 
to Shut-ins: To supplement Pastor Tim's visits, 
Mellingers is looking for volunteers who would like to be 
trained to visit and take Holy Communion to our shut-ins.  
This ministry will benefit those receiving communion and 
will also be a blessing for those who offer it.  If you are 
interested, please contact Pastor Tim at (717) 468-9049. 
 

Calling All Sewers: If anyone is willing to sew 
school kits for Social Ministry’s LWR Ingathering, please 
contact Betty Cordes at (717) 335-3624.  Patterns are 
available in the church office.  Cut patterns are currently 
available from Betty Cordes. Please note that sewers keep 
sewing throughout the year to replenish the stock needed 
for the upcoming year’s school kits.   
 

Photos Wanted: Do you enjoy taking pictures of 
special moments?  Would you be interested in sharing 
those photos with the church?  We are looking for photos 
to share in the newsletter, on our website, Facebook, etc.   
Sharing is easy, you can send them through email at 
mellingerslutheran@gmail.com.    

 
2017 Coffee Social Bakers Needed: The 2017 
Coffee Social charts are available in the narthex.  Please 
sign up for a date to provide after service treats. 
 

 
 

mailto:mellingerslutheran@gmail.com
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SATURDAY MORNING MEN’S AND 
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY BREAKFASTS: 
meet at Oregon Dairy at 8:30 am on the 2nd Saturday of 
each month.  All are welcome to attend.  You are 
responsible for the purchase of your own breakfast. You 
can check out the breakfast menu at:  

 http://www.oregondairy.com/wp-
content/themes/oregondairy/menus/breakfast-
menu.pdf. 

 
TUESDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY 

Tuesday evening Bible Study will be held on March 14th, 
21st and 28th from 7:00 to 8:30. 
 

EASTER SUNDAY CLASSES 
There will be NO Sunday School on EASTER Sunday, 
April 16th.  Classes will resume again on Sunday, April 
23rd.   

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL – 
 BLAST OFF!! 

It’s never too early to fill your calendar with summer 
events!  This year’s Vacation Bible School will be held 
Sunday, July 23rd - Thursday, July 27th from 6:30 to 
8:00 p.m.  Our curriculum is titled “Blast Off” and was 
written entirely by the Bible School committee. The week 
will be filled with enlightening Bible stories, Bible songs, 
delicious snacks, creative crafts, and fun games.  7 years 
ago, Mellingers & Swamp Lutheran churches started a 
tradition by combining both congregations for our 
Vacation Bible School program. We will be continuing 
that tradition and this year’s VBS will be held right here 
at Mellingers Lutheran Church.  Look for more 
information and a registration form to come home with 
your child in May. 
 

 
 

YOUTH GROUP ONGOING PROGRAMS 
The Youth Group continues to collect soda can 

tabs to benefit Ronald McDonald House in Hershey.  
 They are also collecting Moo Money caps from 
Turkey Hill products purchased at Turkey Hill stores.   
 Containers for both of these items are in the 
Narthex. 
 

EASTER EGGS: April 9 (Easter is the 16th) Orders 
taken in March. Youth will be making Peanut Butter Eggs 
again this year.  Look for order forms in March. 

 
BBQ MEAL AND SILENT AUCTION:  

On April 1, the Youth Group and Social Ministry 
will combine their talents for a BBQ Meal and Silent 
Auction.  The meal may consist of dishes such as:  Taco 
Bar, corn bread, Pork BBQ, Beef BBQ, coleslaw, nachos 
and cheese, and more.  Cost of the meal is $5 for over 10. 
Free for 10 and under.  Sign-up and tickets will be 
available in March.   

The Youth are asking for donations for their 
Silent Auction. Such items as gift cards, theme baskets, 
gift certificates, collectibles, handcrafted items.  Items will 
be collected during March in the Narthex. 

See Gail Harker if you have any questions. 

 
HERSHEY PARK TICKETS 
The Youth Group will be taking orders for Hershey Park 
tickets during the month of March.  These tickets can be 
used any time during the 2017 season. 
 
Ticket prices are as follows: 
 Ages 9-54 $36 
 Ages 3-8 $31 
 Ages 55-69 $31 
 Ages 70+ $24 

Orders and payment will be due April 1. 
Checks can be made to: Mission Investment Fund 

Sign-up in the Narthex.  See Gail Harker with questions. 
 

 
 
EASTER EGG HUNT: We will be holding our 
annual Easter Egg Hunt here on the grounds of Mellingers 
on Saturday, April 15th at 11 a.m.  Our egg hunt is for the 
entire community, so bring your neighbors, friends & 
your grandchildren. Last year over 50 children 
participated in the egg hunt so MANY eggs are needed to 
make this event a success.  If you wish to donate eggs for 
the children, please bring them to the church on or before 
April 15th.  We are accepting both decorated, hard-boiled 
eggs and candy-filled (wrapped candy only please) plastic 
eggs. Plastic, filled eggs may be placed in the bin in the 
Christian Ed office.   Thank you in advance for supporting 
the hunt! 

http://www.oregondairy.com/wp-content/themes/oregondairy/menus/breakfast-menu.pdf
http://www.oregondairy.com/wp-content/themes/oregondairy/menus/breakfast-menu.pdf
http://www.oregondairy.com/wp-content/themes/oregondairy/menus/breakfast-menu.pdf
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CONTRIBUTION OPPORTUNITIES:  
Contributions may be made to the following funds at any 
time and may also be used to aid people in designating 
monies for memorials.  Should you wish to donate to any 
of these funds, please place funds in an envelope and 
provide the name of the fund in which you would like your 
donation placed, your name, and your envelope number. 
Should you choose to remain anonymous, do not include 
your name and envelope number. 
 

 The Kitchen Project Fund 
 The Seminarian Fund 
 Maintenance and Building Fund 
 Youth Gathering 2018 
 Campus Crusade for Christ 
 Needy Fund 
 Security System: We are currently seeking 

donations to pay for a security video and 
intercom system.  Please use the special 
envelopes and write in Security System if you are 
interested in donating for this cause.  

 

CARE PACKAGES: Due to increasing need within 
the congregation we have placed a box in the narthex for 
Staples (shelf-stable foods) and Sundries (toiletries, toilet 
paper, etc.).  These items will be used for members within 
the congregation who are in need.  Should there be an 
excess of items, items may be donated to Ephrata Area 
Social Services.  Please prayerfully consider donating to 
those less fortunate.  Thank you! 

 
LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF 

INGATHERING 
Social Ministry will be collecting 4-5 oz. bars of 

soap for Lutheran World Relief throughout the year.  
Please place your donations into the green container in 
the narthex.   

Also we will continue to collect funds to support 
our mission throughout the year.  Just use an envelope 
located on the table in the narthex.  We will be handing 
out envelopes April through September.   
 Thanks to congregational support, in 2016 we 
were able to produce: 

 4 Quilts 
 186 Personal Care Kits 
 353 School Kits 
 16 Baby Kits 
 1,624 Bars of Soap 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
“DO YOUR OWN THING”  
TRIP TO NEW YORK CITY 

December 9 2017 
Leave Mellingers Lutheran Church, Schoeneck  

at 6:30 AM 
Leave New York City  

after a day “To Do Your Own Thing”  
at 7:00 PM 

Trip Price: $45   Linda @ 336-6177 

 
IN THE CASE OF INCLEMENT 

WEATHER  

FOR SUNDAY SERVICE after 7:30 am  
and 

FOR DAILY ACTIVITIES before 
traveling in, please 

 
 

 call the church at 336-8800,  
 visit our website at www.mellingers.org  
 check our Facebook page (Mellingers 

Evangelical Lutheran Church), or   
 Tune into WGAL  

 

to see if we will be holding services on 
that day.   

 

 
PRAYER CORNER 

Interested in receiving or making prayer chain updates 
throughout the week? Visit our website at 
www.mellingers.org.  The links to sign-up are under the 
resource tab. 

http://www.mellingers.org/
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Dear Pastor Tim and everyone from our Mellingers 
Church family,  
 Thank you for all the prayers, cards, calls, visits, 
flowers and continued support, during my recent surgery 
and recovery.               Dave Barr 

 
To my Mellingers Church Family,  
Thanks for your cards and prayers.  You are a blessing to 
me.                                     Bob Getz

 
Pastor Tim, 
I’d like to thank you and the members of the Church for 
the visit, flowers, and fruit basket.  Everything is going 
well.  I still have some physical therapy to do but every day 
is a good day.                                  Thanks again, Dave Guigley 

 
Dear Pastor Tim, Kelly and Liz Romasn, 
Thank you for marrying us.  Kelly, thank you for printing 
up the bulletins and Liz thank you for the pasta salad, card 
and cleaning up after our wedding!!!  

Love and prayers, Juan and Amanda Aviles 

 
Thank you: On behalf of the board of directors of Ephrata 
Area Social Services, our staff, and those we serve, I want 
to thank you for the generous donation of food for the 
EASS Food Bank.  We are grateful for your continued 
support shown for EASS and its mission.  We are able to 
do what we do because of your faith, and trust, in us. 
Sincerely, Thomas A. Swalwell. Executive Director, EASS 

 
Dear Friends at Mellingers Lutheran Church, 

Greetings from Lutheran World Relief!  We’re so 
thankful for your partnership, and for your energy and 
enthusiasm for the ministry.  I’m excited to be able to 
share some details about where some of your items 
traveled in the last year.  You may already have spotted in 
your online tracker record that your Mission Quilts went 
to India.  Your donations departed our warehouse on 
January 26, 2017.    
 LWR’s Partnership in India is the Church’s 
Auxillary for Social Action (CASA), a service arm of 24 
local churches that has walked with impoverished 
communities for 65 years.  CASA will receive 49,500 
Mission Quilts that will be distributed to hospitals, 
orphanages, schools and homes for the elderly.  The 
Quilts will provide much needed bedding, allowing 
institutions to use limited resources for other necessities.  
In addition to something warm to sleep under, the 
beautiful bright colors and handmade quality of your 
quilts will be a tangible expression of God’s love and care 
for each person who receives one.  For individuals who 

feel that society has forgotten them, this is a precious 
reminder, and a reason to hope. 
 To learn more about this shipment, visit 
quiltmap.lwr.org and scroll to your country.   We will 
provide updates as we receive information from our 
partner.  Thank you so much for bringing hope to our 
neighbors in need around the world.  We thank God for 
you!  Continued blessing in your ministry!   

Melanie W. Gibbons, Quilt and Kit Ministry Manager 

 
Grades just in from Fall semester and January 

term class:  One A and two A- (3.8 GPA).  Phew!  Grades 
aside, the learning has helped me grow.   

On February 8, the Spring semester at Lutheran 
Theological Seminary at Philadelphia began.  I am taking 
two online classes: Old Testament from Job to Malachi 
(focus on prophets) and Christian Discipleship in a 
Consumer Society.  I am already feeling challenged with 
the reading level in the Old Testament course—six 
different books of commentaries in addition to half of the 
Old Testament.   

My field education assignment at Lutheran 
Church of the Good Shepherd in Lancaster continues with 
weekly assisting minister and confirmation class duties.  I 
have also assisted at a funeral.  I am helping to teach a 
Lenten Adult Sunday School class.  I preach next on April 
1 and 2.  I have a break for Easter and am looking forward 
to being at Mellingers for Easter!   

I am very grateful to my Mellingers family for all 
your prayers and support. 

Blessings, Scott Brubaker 
 

How to help Scott with Tuition Expenses 
If you feel called to help assist Scott financially, please 
take advantage of the Pick-Six Lenten program and select 
the Seminarian Fund. 

 
Annual Support for Theological 

Education at Gettysburg Seminary 

WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT FOR 
CONGREGATIONS? 

 25% of ELCA congregations do not have a full-time 
called pastor and 50% of rostered church leaders will 
be retiring during the next decade. The next 
generation of excellent leaders comes from schools 
like Gettysburg Seminary. Congregations honor their 
pastor's work when they support theological 
education. 

 Support from the ELCA Churchwide sources and 
supporting synods continues to decline. FACT: In 
1988 (the founding of the ELCA), 50% of seminary 
budgets were supported by the ELCA and 
synods.Now? Only 16% and dropping! 

 Tuition covers one third of the real cost of education. 
Congregations who enjoy longstanding relationships 
with Gettysburg Seminary can help cover the balance. 

 Growing annual unrestricted giving to the Gettysburg 
Seminary Fund will protect the long term investments 
in the Seminary's Endowment and help make 
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theological education for church leadership 
sustainable. 

 All gifts to the Gettysburg Seminary Fund directly 
support students. 

HOW MAY OUR CONGREGATION RESPOND? 
 Pray actively and regularly for our students, faculty, 

administration, board and staff. 
 Be a leader in supporting our future leaders by 

advocating for seminary support in your 
congregation.  

 Join one of our Leadership Circles with an annual 
unrestricted gift to the Gettysburg Seminary Fund: 

$5,000+ -- Founders Circle 
$2,500 - 4,999 - Silver Circle 

$1,000 - 2,499 - Bronze Circle 

WHAT IS THE BENEFIT TO OUR 
CONGREGATION? 

 Founders Circle Congregations receive a banner and 
Silver and Bronze Circle Congregations receive a 
certificate to hang prominently in their church. 

 All Circle Congregations receive invitations to special 
events and are invited to send two representatives 
from their congregations. 

 The joy of honoring the training of our pastors and 
being a partner in theological education. 
 

 "Our congregation is eager to offer support because we 
know we will look to the seminary to receive new leaders 
in the years to come. " 

The Rev. Martha Clementson Co-Senior Pastor 
Grace Lutheran Church in Westminster, Maryland  

 
"Supporting the seminary with time, talent and treasure 
leaves a lasting legacy of love to share with others who are 
called. I am aware that there are candidates who are gifted 
and called but cannot afford further indebtedness. You 
and I can take our love of God and seminary and grow a 
stream of living financial waters for those who come after 
us. That is the treasure I value, and God help my heart to 
follow." 

The Rev. Frederick Schencker Trinity Lutheran Church 
in Wexford, Pennsylvania 

 

 
1 Tables, 23 large chairs and 12 small chairs no longer 
being used by Sunday School are available for donation or 
free.  Please contact Randy Meckley in person or at 336-
3230 if interested.   
 
 
 

2017 Financial Report 

 

 
 Brittany Hartlove made a motion that we allow the 

Girl Scouts to use the church to sell their cookies, 
Nancy Eberly seconded and the motion carried. 

 The March Council Meeting was moved to Tuesday 
the 7th.   

 The April Council Meeting was move to Wednesday, 
April 19th.  

 The Church Council deferred that the Discipleship in 
Life can make the decision as to whether we could 
direct the Pick Six Vicar Fund towards Scott Brubaker 
for this year.  The Council felt it was a good idea but 
felt the decision should come from Discipleship in 
Life. 

 Pastor Tim made a motion that Scott Brubaker be our 
male representative and Jen Brubaker be a female 
representative, Troy Adair seconded and the motion 
carried. 

 Thrivent Funds were added to the Kitchen 
Renovation Fund. 

 Year to date we are behind approximately $3,500 in 
receipts. 

 There is a tile in the kitchen which is bubbling up from 
underneath next to the stove.   

 There is a window in the entrance way which is 
starting to rot and needs repaired/replaced. 

 There was a minor setback in replacing the door in the 
social hall however it will be replaced when a new 
door is manufactured.   

 It was suggested that a collection basket be put out for 
extra donations for the Youth Gathering/Silent 
Auction.   

 It was recommended that the sound system operates 
turn up the volume.  Joe Brubaker recommended that 
we could try to add a speaker for the dead spot.  

 A January/February newsletter will be distributed 
mid to late January instead of the beginning of 
January. 

 

General Receipts  Compared To Budget February 

 Receipts  Allocation Over(Under) 

2/5/2017 3,793.00 5,259.89 (1,466.89) 

2/12/2017 4,927.50 5,259.89 (332.39) 

2/19/2017 4,660.00 5,259.89 (599.89)  

    

    

General Receipts Compared to Budget Year to 
Date 

 Receipts Budget Over(Under) 

2/19/2017 32,396.50 36,744.27 (4,347.77) 
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685 GOOD DRIVE 

P.O. BOX 4125 
LANCASTER, PA 17604-4125 

PHONE: 717-295-3900    FAX: 717-391-9582 
Current program information is available in the narthex 
and at the hospice website. 

 
The Lutheran Camping Corporations of 
Central Pennsylvania 

MARCH 2017 

 Quilt Retreat at Kirchenwald - March 10-12 

 Lenten Day Apart at The Wittel Farm - March 11 

 Summer Camp Open House at Kirchenwald & 
Nawakwa - March 19 

 
Help the Hounds 

Walkers can help Leo's Helping 
Paws by downloading the app 
ResQWalk on your Smart Phone. 
Please turn location settings on and 
choose Leo's Helping Paws as the group 
receiving your steps. We help shelters in 

need with food, treats, bedding, and toys. If you want to 
check Leo's out go to www.leoshelpingpaws.org      
 
Upcoming Fundraisers with Ephrata Rec Center: 
Saturday, March 4 @ 6:00 AM: 
Ephrata Rec Center Indoor Yard Sale: This indoor 
yard sale is open to the entire community. The Yard sale 
is a fund-raiser for the non-profit Ephrata Recreation 
Center. Space is limited. 
 
Saturday, March 18 @ 7:00 PM: 
The Nomads Spring Fling:  
Tickets are $20  
TIME: 7-10pm  
Featuring Oldies Rock 'n Roll music by "The Nomads".  
50/50 drawings, snacks 
 

Sunday, April 2 @ 5:00 PM: 

Ephrata Rec's Spring 5k Series: Sign up now for our 

Spring 5K Series - first race is Sunday, April 2! These are 

family-friendly events. Kick off your Spring the right way 

with a 5k! 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
ELCA Happenings

 

ELCA presiding bishop addresses 
President Trump’s refugee executive 

order 
1/30/2017 4:50:00 PM 
CHICAGO (Jan. 30, 2017) – The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton, 
presiding bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America (ELCA), has issued a pastoral message 
addressing President Trump's executive order to restrict 
entry by refugees and visitors into the United States from 
seven predominately Muslim countries. Eaton's message 
follows.  
 
January 30, 2017: Blessed are the merciful, for they will 
receive mercy. Yesterday, we heard these words in the 

http://hospiceandcommunitycare.org/_additional-pages/Pathways-newsletters.html
https://www.lutherancamping.org/events/quiltretreat.php
https://www.lutherancamping.org/events/lentdayapart.php
https://www.lutherancamping.org/events/openhouse.php
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.leoshelpingpaws.org%2F&h=sAQE0bEQg&enc=AZPFcx5D_Q3wHKL7WB1LPTyd7pZiLRcbb5MSUbsWFh2YP9POZ2OIBoLuodjTzXLEzW2AzfS_yKMjluOG_n-_jVdi3BqUEaRxLWazHZOcdkIR0m580onUnjaM0DAD52cWipbvRw3KjhZB610a1YjRIpuWIL0ogOD8X-iKxsOKk6z8nO46An7eM5LMrJ03b5JPuJW4dwO0cre2ef8gzg5-ahhN&s=1
https://www.facebook.com/events/449600645385546/?__xt__=33.%7B%22logging_data%22%3A%7B%22profile_id%22%3A449600645385546%2C%22event_type%22%3A%22clicked_view_profile%22%2C%22impression_info%22%3A%22eyJmIjp7Iml0ZW1fY291bnQiOiIwIn19%22%2C%22surface%22%3A%22www_events_permalink%22%2C%22interacted_story_type%22%3A%221628857644061911%22%2C%22session_id%22%3A%22961df596a27a6e2981eea46ffc60a96e%22%7D%7D
https://www.facebook.com/events/639512406231899/?__xt__=33.%7B%22logging_data%22%3A%7B%22profile_id%22%3A639512406231899%2C%22event_type%22%3A%22clicked_view_profile%22%2C%22impression_info%22%3A%22eyJmIjp7Iml0ZW1fY291bnQiOiIwIn19%22%2C%22surface%22%3A%22www_events_permalink%22%2C%22interacted_story_type%22%3A%221628857644061911%22%2C%22session_id%22%3A%22961df596a27a6e2981eea46ffc60a96e%22%7D%7D
https://www.facebook.com/events/671626459711197/?__xt__=33.%7B%22logging_data%22%3A%7B%22profile_id%22%3A671626459711197%2C%22event_type%22%3A%22clicked_view_profile%22%2C%22impression_info%22%3A%22eyJmIjp7Iml0ZW1fY291bnQiOiIwIn19%22%2C%22surface%22%3A%22www_events_permalink%22%2C%22interacted_story_type%22%3A%221628857644061911%22%2C%22session_id%22%3A%22961df596a27a6e2981eea46ffc60a96e%22%7D%7D
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Gospel reading from Matthew 5:1-12, the beginning of 
Jesus' Sermon on the Mount. In the Beatitudes, Jesus lays 
out a vision for life in God's realm, characterized by seeing 
those who are often most disregarded, including the 
meek, the mourning and the peacemaker, as bearers of 
God's blessing. Over the coming weeks, we will continue 
to hear this Gospel, including Jesus' call for his disciples 
to be carriers of God's light and hope and reconciliation to 
a world deeply in need of them. 

In this spirit, earlier last week I communicated 
with the Trump administration asking that it not stop the 
U.S. refugee admissions program or stop resettlement 
from any country for any period of time. The Bible calls us 
to welcome the stranger and treat the sojourner as we 
would our own citizens. I agree with the importance of 
keeping our country secure as the administration stated 
in its executive order last Friday, but I am convinced that 
temporarily banning vulnerable refugees will not enhance 
our safety nor does it reflect our values as Christians. 
Instead, it will cause immediate harm by separating 
families, disrupting lives, and denying safety and hope to 
brothers and sisters who are already suffering. 

Refugees being resettled in the United States 
have fled persecution because of their race, religion, 
nationality, political views and/or associations. They wait 
for years for the chance to go home. But sometimes, there 
is no home for them to go back to. We know from our 
partners at Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service 
(LIRS) that only 1 percent of all refugees are chosen for 
resettlement.  

People of faith helped start and still sustain the 
refugee resettlement program in the United States 
following World War II. As Lutherans, many of our 
ancestors faced the pain of having to flee their homes and 
the joy of being welcomed in new communities across the 
United States. As we have done throughout history, 
millions of Lutherans across the country honor our shared 
biblical values as well as the best of our nation's traditions 
by offering refuge to those most in need. We are 
committed to continuing ministries of welcome that 
support and build communities around the country and 
stand firmly against any policies that result in scaling back 
the refugee resettlement program. 

We must offer safety to people fleeing religious 
persecution regardless of their faith tradition. Christians 
and other religious minorities suffer persecution and 
rightly deserve protection, but including additional 
criteria based on religion could have discriminatory 
effects that would go against our nation's fundamental 
values related to freedom of religion.   

I invite ELCA congregations into learning, prayer 
and action on behalf of those who seek refuge on our 
shores. The ELCA "Social Message on Immigration," 
AMMPARO strategy and LIRS resources are good places 
to start. You can also make a donation to Lutheran 
Disaster Response. Those who have been part of resettling 
refugees or have their own immigration experience have 
important stories to share with their communities and 
testimony to make. I also encourage you to consider 
adding your voice by calling your members of Congress to 

share your support for refugees and using online advocacy 
opportunities through current alerts at ELCA Advocacy 
and LIRS. 

In Matthew 25:35, Jesus said, "I was a stranger 
and you welcomed me." Our Lord not only commanded 
us to welcome the stranger, Jesus made it clear that when 
we welcome the stranger into our homes and our hearts – 
we welcome him.  

God's peace, 
The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton  

 
 
   

FRUGAL FAMILIES 
Featuring a low-cost meal and a whimsical read. 
Relaxation and stress reduction are important to 
stay happy and healthy especially in tough 
economic or emotional times.   
 

CHRISTIAN HUMOR  

THE MEANING OF DREAMS 

After she woke up, a woman told her husband, 
"I just dreamed that you gave me a pearl necklace for 
Valentine's day. What do you think it means?"  
      "You'll know tonight." he said.  
      That evening, the man came home with a small 
package and gave it to his wife. Delighted, she 
opened it to find a book entitled "The Meaning of 
Dreams" 
 
http://jokes.christiansunite.com/Love/Valentine's_Day_Dream.shtml 

 
 

 
Ingredients: 

 2 Bananas, large very ripe  

 2 Eggs, large  

 2 tbsp Honey  

http://www.elca.org/Faith/Faith-and-Society/Social-Messages/Immigration
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Publicly-Engaged-Church/AMMPARO
http://blog.lirs.org/5-ways-to-support-lirs-in-new-year/
https://community.elca.org/lutherandisasterresponse?_ga=1.36514851.282221521.1475871637
https://community.elca.org/lutherandisasterresponse?_ga=1.36514851.282221521.1475871637
https://secure2.convio.net/elca/site/Advocacy?cmd=display&page=UserAction&id=883
https://secure2.convio.net/lirs/site/Advocacy%3bjsessionid=00000000.app260a?alertId=257&pg=makeACall&NONCE_TOKEN=96988416D9A29B70FD8EFAFDBA2C38CC#.WI-oBMH2bfM
http://jokes.christiansunite.com/Love/Valentine's_Day_Dream.shtml
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 2 cups Oats, quick cooking or old fashioned  

 1 1/2 tsp Baking powder  

 1/2 tsp Baking soda  

 1/8 tsp Kosher salt  

 1/2 tsp Vanilla extract, pure  

 1 cup Greek yogurt, plain  
 

Directions: 

 Preheat the oven to 400 degrees. Lightly grease a 12-
cup standard muffin tin or line with paper liners. If 
using liners, lightly greasing them as well. Set aside. 

 Place the all ingredients but the mix-ins in a blender 
or the bowl of a food processor fitted with the steel 
blade: oats, bananas, eggs, Greek yogurt, honey, 
baking powder, baking soda, vanilla extract, and salt. 
Blend or process on high, stopping to scrape down 
and stir the ingredients once or twice as needed, until 
the batter is smooth and the oats have broken down 
almost completely, about 3 minutes. By hand, stir in 
the mix-ins. If the batter is warm from the appliance’s 
motor, the chocolate chips may melt and swirl as they 
are stirred. If this bothers you, let the batter cool for 
10 minutes before adding them. 

 Divide the batter between the prepared muffin cups, 
filling each no more than 3/4 of the way to the top. 
Sprinkle with additional chocolate chips or nuts as 
desired. Bake for 15 minutes, until the tops of the 
muffins set and a toothpick inserted in the center 
comes out clean. Place the pan on a wire rack and let 
the muffins cool in the pan for 10 minutes. They will 
deflate but still taste delicious. Remove from the pan 
and enjoy! Serve warm. 

 
http://www.wellplated.com/banana-oatmeal-muffins/ 

 
CLEAN CONSCIENCE 
Environmentally sound and inexpensive cleaning 
tips and/or reusing tips 
 

All natural homemade shampoo recipe 
 ½ cup distilled water 
 ¼ cup liquid castile soap (like Dr. Bronner’s) 

 2 tsp avocado oil 
 1/8 tsp peppermint essential oil 
 1/8 tsp tea tree essential oil 
 1 tsp vegetable glycerin (optional, gives the 

shampoo a little more “body”) 
 10 – 15 drops of essential oils* (optional, but 

makes it smell good!) 

 
Put the above ingredients in a bottle (you could even 
reuse an old shampoo bottle). Shake well before each 
use. Pour a little over your head. Lather good. Gently 
massage in the scalp for a minute or two. Rinse 
completely. 

 
http://www.thankyourbody.com/all-natural-
shampoo/?printthis=1&printsect=1 

 
 

Christian Symbols 
Aureole: From the Latin for “gold,” an 
aureole is a golden image symbolizing 
divinity and supreme power. It’s used 
sometimes in medieval art to surround 
Mary and the Christ Child, or Jesus 
alone. The elongated or almond-shaped 
form of an aureole is called a mandorla. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

MARCH: RANDOM ACT 
OF KINDNESS 
SUGGESTION 

 

Each day, compliment the first three people you talk to. 
 

https://www.randomactsofkindness.org/the-kindness-

blog/2931-16-ways-to-start-2016-with-kindness 

 
 
2 Corinthians 9:7-8 
"We give what we have decided in our 
heart and Jesus loves a cheerful giver." 

"God is able to provide you with every 
blessing in abundance, so that by always 
having enough of everything, you may 
share abundantly in every good work." 
 

Generosity is love in action. 
 

Grow in your relationship with Jesus. 
 

Luke 12:34  
"For where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also." 

      

http://www.wellplated.com/banana-oatmeal-muffins/
http://amzn.to/2jAZRBg
http://amzn.to/2jcnOCp
http://amzn.to/2ihFJrH
http://www.thankyourbody.com/all-natural-shampoo/?printthis=1&printsect=1
http://www.thankyourbody.com/all-natural-shampoo/?printthis=1&printsect=1
https://www.randomactsofkindness.org/the-kindness-blog/2931-16-ways-to-start-2016-with-kindness
https://www.randomactsofkindness.org/the-kindness-blog/2931-16-ways-to-start-2016-with-kindness
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CONTACT INFORMATION 

STAFF 

Pastor: Rev. Timothy Craven  738-3838 
Director of Christian Education:  

Diane Adair 715-3124 
Director of Music: Carl Tobias 484-0127 
Secretary: Kelly Parrish 336-8800 

mellingerslutheran@gmail.com 
 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

President: Mike Leed 475-8092 
Vice-President: Linda Weaver  336-6177 
Recording Secretary: Kelly Parrish 336-8800 
Members: Troy Adair 715-3126 

       Jen Brubaker 940-3961 
       Nancy Eberly 945-2895 

                  Brittany Hartlove  715-3127 
 Jennifer Mentzer 538-9932 
 Jeff Nichols 466-0298 
 Vic Richard 733-8242 
 Dan Sensenig 615-0924 
 Elizabeth Stief 335-0028 
 Owen Weaver 951-7905 
 David Weidman 336-4271 
 
 

LEADERS 

Auditors: Lynn Spotts  721-7644 
Treasurer: Skip Hutchinson 733-5029 
Assistant Treasurer: Nick Rampolla 484-855-3543 
Financial Secretary: Jill Showalter 336-5032 
Assistant Financial Secretary:  TBD 
Youth Group Advisors: Pastor Tim 738-3838 

Gail Harker  738-0047 
Altar Guild: Barr Family 626-0388 
Altar Flowers: Nancy Hain 336-6270                                                        
Special Flowers: Melanie Brubaker 859-4849 
Communion Assistant Coordinator:  

Kelly Parrish 336-8800 
Wedding Coordinator: Brittany Hartlove  715-3127 
Camp Person: Kim Craven 738-3838 
Newsletter Editor: Kelly Parrish 336-8800 
Web Site Editor: Office Staff 336-8800 
Lawn Care:  Dave Wilhide  733-7757 
Snow Removal: Randy Meckley 336-3230 
Scout Liaison: David Haldeman 733-8551 
Scripture Reader Coordinator:  

Dorothy Hutchinson 336-2563 
Greeter Coordinator: Fay Weitzel 336-2124 
Blood Bank: Linda Weaver 336-6177 
Blood Pressure Check Coordinator:  

Susan Specht 336-4601 
Coffee Social: John Hutchinson  336-2563 
Money Counters: Nancy Eberly 945-2895 
 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS                                                                                                                                                                                       

Worship and Music: Nancy Hain 336-6270                                                        
Social Ministry: Shirley Sweigart 336-6803 
Stewardship: Bob Getz 336-6236 
Budget: Nick Rampolla  445-0487 

Endowment/Memorial: Randy Brubaker  733-9222                                                                                 
Property: Randy Meckley 336-3230 
Bible Study Breakfast:  

     Skip Hutchinson  733-5029 
 

SCOUT LEADERS 

Troop 115: Sheldon Brubaker  721-3863 
Cub Master: Aaron Smee   364-8135 
Daisy: Chrissy Reddig 917-6466 
 

WEBSITE: www.mellingers.com 

FACEBOOK: Please come check us out on Facebook. 
We are listed under Mellingers Evangelical 
Lutheran Church.  Check with your children or 
grandchildren if you do not know how to use Facebook.   

 

LISTEN TO THE SERVICE FROM HOME 
No special equipment is required for usage and is at no 
cost to the caller as long as Mellingers is not a long 
distance call for you.  Instructions for use are as follows: 

1. A few minutes before the church service starts, dial 
336-4191. 

2. If the phone rings more than four times, the system at 
the church is not yet turned on.  Please hang up and 
try again in a few minutes.  

3. If you get a busy signal, this means the system is full 
with other callers. 

4. If the system answers, please listen quietly and do not 
hang up for at least ten minutes.  This is because if the 
first person listens for only a few minutes and then 
hangs up before others call in, the system will shut 
down and no one else will be able to call in for that 
service. 

5. Please be aware that others who call in using this 
service can hear you speak.  You should not talk to 
other people on the line but no one at Mellingers can 
hear you. 

6. You may listen as long as you like.  Just hang up when 
you are finished.   
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March 1: Edna Schannauer  

March 2: Ryan Gray  
Jon Nichols  

March 3: Tom Fassnacht  
Donald Leed  

March 4: Abigail Brubaker  
Spencer Craven  
John Stewart  

March 5: Ian Stafford  

March 6: Kim Kieffer  

March 10: Meg Barr  
Jessica Pannebecker  
Ashlee Sweigart  
Edward Wentzel  

March 11: Donald Hain  
Randy Hertzog  

March 12: Nancy Heiser  

March 13: Dorothy Hutchinson  
Evelyn Shade  

March 14: Julie Ewing  
Daniel Stahl  
Sally Wealand  

March 15: Jennifer Hoover  
Jerilyn Yost  

March 16: Erin Brubaker  
Wendy Leisey  
Billy Mohr  

March 17: Frances Corl  
Pauline Martin  

March 18: Tracy Roseberry  

March 19: Danielle Pannebecker  

March 21: Deborah Fichthorn  
Devin Orme  
Dextin Orme  
Ella Mae Pannebecker  

March 22: Stephanie Brubaker  
Piper Leonhard  
Julie Sawyer  
Jolene Sawyer  

March 23: Ezra Cassel  
Rick Leisey   

March 24: Donna Pannebecker  
Brian Pannebecker 
Brenda Sweigart  

March 25: Mazwell Getz  
Jody Mohler  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

March 28: Virginia Snavely  
Marla Snyder  
Virginia Weitzel  

March 31: Barbara Leisey  
Chelsea Weik  

 
 
 
 
 

March 14, 2009 
Eugene Hackman And Elva Leisey 

March 20, 1965 
Lavern & Carol Gehman 

March 20, 1971 
Jeff & Connie Moyer 

March 28, 1970 
Brenda & Clyde Heinsey 

March 30, 2006 
Michael & Lisa Leary 

 
 
 

 

 

.99 
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