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Back to (Sunday) School 
It seems that I was one of those kids who liked 

school.  Well, at least the idea of school.  Every Fall after a 
summer of fun and outdoor activities I would look 
forward to seeing my friends again and also to learning 
new things.  I always loved getting the books for all my 
classes.  I kept up this enthusiasm even into college.  A 
new book to me was like an uncharted sea waiting to be 
explored. 

     Later in life I became busier and spent less 
time studying. 

    This was a mistake. 
    At this time of year we hear a lot of talk and 

many preparations are being made as school starts again.  
One place people, both adults and children, would be 
better off to spend more time at would be Sunday School. 

     Martin Luther had a great saying that “faith is 
greater than knowledge.”  When I was in seminary 
studying to become a pastor we always reminded our 
professors of this wisdom right before an exam just in case 
we didn’t do so well. 

     Nevertheless, Martin Luther was a great and 
learned scholar.  Faith in Christ and in God’s Grace 
revealed in His saving work and glorious Resurrection is 
essential. 

     But it’s also a good idea to study God’s Word, 
to surround yourself with other believers and, 
importantly, to not be afraid of somebody just because 
they have an idea different than you do.  God’s Word 
reveals many truths. However, as Martin Luther also 
pointed out, there is a hidden nature of God, the cross, 
and Scripture tells us all will not be revealed until Jesus 
returns at the end of time.  Get involved in a discussion, 
especially with someone who thinks other than you do. 
Your faith, and hopefully the other person’s, will be 
enhanced and deepened.  Jesus died for me on the cross 
and defeated death and rose again so that I might live 
forever: so why in heaven’s name should I be afraid of 
what someone thinks? 

     The fact that God is beyond our ability to 
completely understand Him should not prevent us from 
being eager to explore the many facets of His Word which 
is a kaleidoscope of truth in this carnival of life. 

     Just about every church in town has Sunday 
School on Sunday morning for children and adults.  All of 
us benefit from time spent in God’s Word.  This Fall 
prayerfully consider forsaking all other things you or your 
kids could do on Sunday and go to church and Sunday 
School.  Also these days many churches offer instruction 
at other times during the week.  Take advantage of those 
times too. 

     Going to Sunday School is probably not going 
to answer all the many questions you have about life.  
Mature faith, however, better enables to live with the 
constant questions which befall us mortals. 

          You might even consider teaching Sunday 
School or becoming a mentor for someone younger than 
you.  Share stories about how your faith has motivated you 
in your own life.  You don’t need college degrees to teach 
Sunday School.  All you need is a love of God and a diligent 
pursuit of His truths as revealed in Holy Scripture 
combined with an honest desire to tell others about God’s 
beautiful and powerful presence in your life. 

     As you stroll through the stores and see all the 
ads for back to school supplies and back to school clothes, 
go home and plan your wardrobe, sharpen your pencil, get 
out your notebook, get excited about seeing some old 
friends and meeting some new ones, set your alarm clock, 
feel the cool Fall breeze, watch the leaves soon fall down 
and meet me in Sunday School.  I’ll be looking forward to 
seeing you.  Maybe we can get together and do something 
(like help somebody or other works of ministry) after 
class. 

     You might have made it through elementary 
school, middle school, high school or post high school 
education.  But you never graduate from Sunday School.  
Thank the Lord for that! 

God bless you,  
Pastor Tim Craven 

 
O Eternal God, bless all schools, colleges, and universities, 
that they may be lively centers for sound learning, new 
discovery, and the pursuit of wisdom; and grant that those 
who teach and those who learn may find you to be the 
source of all truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Dinner Church 

Dinner church will return in the fall 
 
 

  

Acts of Love Summer Lunch Program 
Monday, August 8th 

Wednesday, August 10th 
Thursday, August 11th 

 
4 Volunteers needed to serve at each park: 

Denver Park 
Reamstown Park 
Reinholds Park 

SIGN-UP SHEET ON NARTHEX TABLE 

 
We are in need of the following Worship 
Assistants: Acolytes, Candlebearers, Communion 
Assistants, Crucifers, Lay Worship Leaders and Nursery 
Attendants. Anyone interested in participating in worship 
as a leader in this way should contact Pastor Tim or the 
Church office. 
 

Volunteers Wanted to Take Communion 
to Shut-ins: To supplement Pastor Tim's visits, 
Mellingers is looking for volunteers who would like to be 
trained to visit and take Holy Communion to our shut-ins.  
This ministry will benefit those receiving communion and 
will also be a blessing for those who offer it.  If you are 
interested, please contact Pastor Tim at (717) 468-9049. 
 

Calling All Sewers: If anyone is willing to sew 
school kits for Social Ministry’s LWR Ingathering, please 
contact Betty Cordes at (717) 335-3624.  Patterns are 
available in the church office.  Cut patterns are currently 
available from Betty Cordes. Please note that sewers keep 
sewing throughout the year to replenish the stock needed 
for the upcoming year’s school kits.   
 

Photos Wanted: Do you enjoy taking pictures of 
special moments?  Would you be interested in sharing 
those photos with the church?  We are looking for photos 
to share in the newsletter, on our website, Facebook, etc.   
Sharing is easy, you can send them through email at 
mellingerslutheran@gmail.com.    

 

2016 Coffee Social Bakers Needed: The 
2016 Coffee Social charts are available in the narthex.  
Please sign up for a date to provide after service treats. 
 
 

 
Saturday Morning Men’s and Women’s 
Bible Study Breakfasts: meet at Oregon Dairy at 
8:30 am on the 2nd Saturday of each month.  All are 
welcome to attend.  You are responsible for the purchase 
of your own breakfast. You can check out the breakfast 
menu at:  

 http://www.oregondairy.com/wp-
content/themes/oregondairy/menus/breakfast-
menu.pdf. 
 

Bible School Wrap-Up 
There were 46 children who attended Bible School this 
year!  Our theme was “Majestic Mountain – Come Camp 
With Christ” and our Bible stories included Zacchaeus, 
The Good Samaritan, Moses & The Burning Bush, Jesus 
Is Tempted, and The Journey Of The Wisemen.  Each 
night the children heard the Bible story, saw a skit, 
created a snack, assembled a craft, and played games all 
centered around that night’s theme.  We had an awesome, 
fun-packed week filled with joyous children and God’s 
love!! 
 

Many Thanks! 
 To Abigail Brubaker, Martha Brubaker, 

Nancy Hain,  Brittany Hartlove,  Kelsey & Jon 
Hogan,  Elizabeth & Victoria Stief, and Troy 
Adair  for helping to teach and plan Bible School this 
year. 

 To all those members who donated snack 
items to help support this year’s Bible School. 

 To Jerry & Deb Zerbe for donating Uncle Jerry’s 
Kettle Corn for VBS. What a special treat! 

 
Rally Day 

Sunday school classes will begin again for all ages on 
Sunday, September 11th from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.  There 
are classes for everyone from birth through adults.   So 
please join us for Sunday School and bring your children, 
grandchildren, neighbors and friends.  Hope to see you 
there! 
 
 

mailto:mellingerslutheran@gmail.com
http://www.oregondairy.com/wp-content/themes/oregondairy/menus/breakfast-menu.pdf
http://www.oregondairy.com/wp-content/themes/oregondairy/menus/breakfast-menu.pdf
http://www.oregondairy.com/wp-content/themes/oregondairy/menus/breakfast-menu.pdf
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Tuesday Evening Bible Study 
Tuesday evening will be taking a break in the summer and 
continuing in the fall.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Youth Group Ongoing Programs 
The Youth Group continues to collect soda can 

tabs to benefit Ronald McDonald House in Hershey.  
 They are also collecting Moo Money caps from 
Turkey Hill products purchased at Turkey Hill stores.   
 Containers for both of these items are in the 
Narthex. 
 

Coming in October 
 In October (date TBD), the Youth Group and the 
Christian Education Department will be joining forces 
for a one day fundraising event.  The Christian 
Education Department will be making and selling their 
famous Chicken Corn Noodle Soup.  The Youth Group 
will be having a sandwich sale. 
 The Youth Group will also be having a Book Sale 
on the same day (TBD).  So start saving those summer 
paperbacks, sort through those book shelves and clean 
out those closets.  Books will be collected during the 
month of September.   
 Watch for more details during the month of 
September. 
 

 

Contribution Opportunities:  Contributions 
may be made to the following funds at any time and may 
also be used to aid people in designating monies for 
memorials.  Should you wish to donate to any of these 
funds, please place funds in an envelope and provide the 
name of the fund in which you would like your donation 
placed, your name, and your envelope number. Should 
you choose to remain anonymous, do not include your 
name and envelope number. 
 

 The Sanctuary Fund 
 The Kitchen Project Fund 
 The Internship Fund (Vicar) 
 Maintenance and Building Fund 

 Youth Gathering 2018 
 Campus Crusade for Christ 
 Needy Fund 

 

Care Packages: Due to increasing need within the 
congregation we have placed a box in the narthex for 
Staples (shelf-stable foods) and Sundries (toiletries, toilet 
paper, etc.).  These items will be used for members within 
the congregation who are in need.  Should there be an 
excess of items, items may be donated to Ephrata Area 
Social Services.  Please prayerfully consider donating to 
those less fortunate.  Thank you! 

 
Lutheran World Relief Ingathering 

Social Ministry will be collecting 4-5 oz. bars of soap for 
Lutheran World Relief throughout the year.  Please place 
your donations into the green container in the narthex.  
Thus far we have collected 769 bars of soap.  For May we 
are collecting towels, nail clips and combs. We are in need 
of 9 t-shirts (size 0-24 months/2 T), 2” erasers and blunt 
scissors.  Thus far, we have collected 35 Towels, 51 Combs, 
34 Nail Clips 6 T-shirts, 11 Scissor, 2 Erasers and 1 
Pajamas.  Thank you to those who have sewn backpacks.  
Currently we have 109 backpacks.  Items purchased 
through monetary donations are 132 Nail Clips, 20 Bath 
Towels, 48 Sharpeners, 309 erasers, 266 rulers, 1100 
pens, 1852 pencils and 144 scissors.   

 
 

 
Fellowship Time in Memory of Edie 

Royer August 28th 
Edie Royer of Mellingers passed away in July.  A 

night service was held for her on July 19th at the Snyder 
Funeral Home on the Lititz Pike.   

Because many of Edie's church friends could not 
come at that time, the family will be having a time of food 
and fellowship in the church social hall at 11:00 am after 
church on Sunday, August 28th.   

Please come and visit with the family and share 
stories and memories of Edie.  

 
Youth Shore Trip 

The youth group will be going on a retreat to St 
John Lutheran Church, Ocean City, NJ August 15th - 18th.   

While there the group will worship with members 
of the congregation on Wednesday evening August 17th. 

Pastor Tim, Gail Harker and Kelly Parrish will be 
the adult chaperones for this trip.  

In addition to the trip, Pastor Tim will be away on 
the weekends of August 12-14 and August 19-21. 

Preaching and leading worship on August 14 and 
21 will be Rev. Bob Wegehoft. Covering for pastoral 
emergencies from August 12-21 will be Rev. Sandy Gideon 
of St. Paul Lutheran Church in Adamstown - Phone 
(717)484-4885. 

September 6, 13, 20 & 27 

7:00 – 9:00 pm  
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Wedding Vow Renewal and 
Remembrance 

Saturday, September 17 @ 3:00 pm 
Available to anyone who was not invited to the previous 
Wedding Vows Renewal and Remembrance Service and 
Banquet.  A sign-up sheet is available in the narthex.  
 

 “Do Your Own Thing”  
Trip to New York City 

December 10 2016 
Leave Mellingers Lutheran Church, Schoeneck  

at 6:30 AM 
Leave New York City  

after a day “To Do Your Own Thing”  
at 7:00 PM 

Cost $45         Call Linda @ 336-6177 
 

Financial Report 
Receipts Compared To Budget May 

 Receipts Budget Over(Under) 
7/3/2016 4346.00 3752.83 593.17 
7/10/2016 4309.95 3752.83 557.12 

7/17/2016 3268.10 3752.83 (484.73) 

7/24/2016 5282.00 3752.83 1,529.17 

    

Receipts Compared To Budget Year To Date 

  Receipts Budget Over(Under) 

7/24/2016 135,574.03 133,376.30 2,197.73 

 
Prayer Corner 

Interested in receiving or making prayer chain updates 
throughout the week? Visit our website at 
www.mellingers.org.  The links to sign-up are under the 
resource tab. 
 

 
 

Dear Mellingers Church Family,  
We want to thank everyone who helped my 

mother, Betty Wolf, last Sunday when she passed out and 
fell. We are so blessed to have such a wonderful church 
family.  A special thank you to Martha Petery, Mel 
Brubaker and Kristi Leonhard for attending to her 
medical needs.   A special thank you to Dave Weidman for 
coordinating everything.  A big thank you to Larry Rabold 
who contacted the family, followed the ambulance to the 
hospital and stayed with her until my brother and son 
went there.  Last but not least, a very big thank you to 
Kelly Parrish who spent hours with her in the emergency 
room talking to her and giving us updates as we drove 
home from the shore.  It was such a comfort to know that 

she was surrounded by so many loving and caring people.  
She was treated for a sepsis infection and was released on 
Wednesday.  

God Bless all of you, Tim and Greta Harting 

 
Dear Pastor Tim and members of Mellingers, 

Thank you so much for the beautiful altar flowers, 
prayers, cards and visits for mother while she was ill and 
after her passing.   

Prayers certainly help and we thank you for each 
and every one of them.   

We are truly grateful to have such a wonderful 
Church family.  We appreciate the love and support you 
gave our family during this difficult time.   

God bless, Edna Netzley’s family 

 
Dear Family and Friends of Mellingers,  
 Thank you all for all the cards, well wishes and 
prayers, after my recent surgery. Thank you also for the 
beautiful altar flowers and the basket of treats from Social 
Ministry.  God continues to wrap me in his healing arms 
and I know it is because of the prayers of those around me.  
It is especially in difficult times that we rely on the support 
of our church family to help see us through.   

God bless, Randy Brubaker        

 
Good friends are like stars.  You don’t always see them, 
but you know they are always there. 
 
Church and Social Ministry, 
 You people stuck with me for a long illness and I 
thank you.  You showed me so much kindess.  Kept 
helping me keep my spirits up, which were badly needed 
at times.   Not enough words for you people in this church.  
God is definitely working thru you, like he does through 
doctors hands.  You all can feel good about this.  Sit back 
and relax and let God do his works thru you, his way.   

A blessed Chruch member and proud of it,  
Bonnie Weinhold 

 
Dear Church Family, 
Thank you so very much for your prayers for my family 
over the past few months.  My mother’s surgery have all 
been succesful and they were able to remove the cancer 
which did not spread to her lumph nodes.  Thank you for 
the prayers for my son Christopher who has recovered 
from his concussion.  Last but not least thank you for the 
prayers for my son Thomas.  I truly appreciate the love 
and support I received from my church family.  Many 
blessings to all of you!                                             Kelly Parrish 

 
 

 
 There was no Council Meeting in July.  Check for 

highlights next month! 

http://www.mellingers.org/
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The Lutheran Camping Corporations of 

Central Pennsylvania 
 

August 2016 
 Family Camp at Kirchenwald - August 7-13 

 Family Camp at Nawakwa - August 7-13 

 Men's Fishing Retreat - One Fish, True Fish at Kirchenwald - 
August 26-28 

 

 
685 GOOD DRIVE 

P.O. BOX 4125 
LANCASTER, PA 17604-4125 

PHONE: 717-295-3900    FAX: 717-391-9582 
Current program information is available in the narthex 
and at the hospice website. 

 
Help the Hounds 

Walkers can help Leo's Helping 
Paws by downloading the app 
ResQWalk on your Smart Phone. 
Please turn location settings on and 
choose Leo's Helping Paws as the group 
receiving your steps. We help shelters in 

need with food, treats, bedding, and toys. If you want to 
check Leo's out go to www.leoshelpingpaws.org      

      Thanks so much, Dave & Joyce Wilhide 

 
North Lancaster Conference Disaster 

Isaac’s Night 
On Tuesday, August 9, 2016, the North Lancaster Disaster 
Response Team is having a Fundraiser at Ephrata Isaac’s 
from 5:00PM until 9:00 PM.  Forms will be available at 
church.  Please support the group as it raises funds for its 
September work trip to the New Jersey Coast. 

 
 

Peter’s Porch Summer Volunteer Hours 
435 Main Street, Akron 

For more information or to say you can be there for a 
particular time, please call Tracy Lagazza at Zion 
Lutheran Church at (717)859-2100.  Thank you in 
advance for your time and interest. 

 
 

Wed,  
August 10th 

6 – 8 pm Pack food 
Sort Clothing 

Wed,  
August 17th 

6 – 8 pm Sort Clothing 

Sat,  
August 20th 

8 – 10:30 am Food bank is open 
Serve Breakfast 
Carry groceries for 
those that can’t 
 

 

500th anniversary Reformation Tour of 
Germany June 16-26, 2017 

 Pastor Sandy Gideon will be leading a group to Germany 
(and Switzerland).  Some of the places will include: Rhine 
River Cruise, Gutenberg Museum, Worms and St. Peter’s 
church, Heidelberg Castle, Strasbourg (France), Zurich 
(Switzerland) & Neuschwanstein Castle, Zugspitz (the 
highest point in Germany), Augsburg, Daschau 
concentration camp, Wartburg Castle, Erfurt, Bach 
Museum, Augustinian Monastery, Wittenberg & the 
Castle Church, & Berlin.   You can read more details at:  
 
http://www.pilgrimtours.com/groups/gideonreformatio
n.htm   
 
I also have brochures (& registration forms) I can mail to 
you if you would like to read more just call my house at 
484-1172.  The price of $3,519 includes airfare, lodging, 
transportation, guides, 2 meals a day, plus more.  You 
must be registered before Jan. 2017.  If you have any 
questions please call as this will be a great year to visit 
Germany along with others from Lancaster County. 
 
 
 

 

 

 
ELCA Happenings

 
 

ELCA presiding bishop issues statement 
on police shootings        7/20/2016 6:00:00 PM 
CHICAGO  – The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton, presiding 
bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
(ELCA), has released a statement in response to the 
shootings in Baton Rouge, La., and Dallas that killed eight 
police officers. 
Eaton's statement follows: 
      My soul is bereft of peace: I have forgotten what 
happiness is. (Lamentations 3:17) 

Too often in the past months we have been 
stunned by violence. Last Sunday in Baton Rouge, La., 
and earlier this month in Dallas, police were the target. 

https://www.lutherancamping.org/familycamp/
https://www.lutherancamping.org/familycamp/
https://www.lutherancamping.org/events/fishingretreat.php
http://hospiceandcommunitycare.org/_additional-pages/Pathways-newsletters.html
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.leoshelpingpaws.org%2F&h=sAQE0bEQg&enc=AZPFcx5D_Q3wHKL7WB1LPTyd7pZiLRcbb5MSUbsWFh2YP9POZ2OIBoLuodjTzXLEzW2AzfS_yKMjluOG_n-_jVdi3BqUEaRxLWazHZOcdkIR0m580onUnjaM0DAD52cWipbvRw3KjhZB610a1YjRIpuWIL0ogOD8X-iKxsOKk6z8nO46An7eM5LMrJ03b5JPuJW4dwO0cre2ef8gzg5-ahhN&s=1
http://www.pilgrimtours.com/groups/gideonreformation.htm
http://www.pilgrimtours.com/groups/gideonreformation.htm
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Many in our congregations serve in law enforcement. 
These are our brothers and sisters, children of God who 
dedicate their lives to keeping our communities safe, who 
risk their lives for strangers. 

Acts of violence, at home and abroad, are all too 
frequent. Each is evidence of a broken world. Lutherans 
understand this and believe that the state has the 
authority and obligation to protect its citizens. Good 
government and peace are among the things we ask for 
when we pray "Give us today our daily bread." 

Not all citizens have the same experience with law 
enforcement. We are working on that as a nation and a 
church. But the targeting and assassination of police 
officers is a threat to all of us. Nothing is solved by this 
violence. 

Working in law enforcement is an honorable way 
to live one's baptismal vocation. Many of us know police 
who are members of our congregations. They serve with 
dedication to the common good even at the risk of their 
lives. Police and other first responders see the best and 
the worst of human nature, and they do that on your 
behalf and mine. 

Officers killed in the line of duty leave behind 
families, comrades and friends. We continue to hold those 
who mourn in our prayers. But a little bit of us has died 
too. "If one member suffers, all suffer together" (I 
Corinthians 12:26). 

Although broken, our world is also a redeemed 
one. God's answer to hatred and violence is the love and 
life revealed in the death and resurrection of Jesus. In 
Christ, God reconciles the world to God's self. We are 
called to that ministry of healing and reconciliation in our 
hearts, in our homes and in our communities. God is ever 
faithful. We are held as one people in God's love and that 
love will never let us go.   
    But this I call to mind, and therefore have hope: 
The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies 
never come to an end; they are new every morning … 
.  (Lamentations 3:21-23) 

 In Christ's peace, 
Elizabeth A. Eaton 
Presiding Bishop 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

 
 
   

FRUGAL FAMILIES 
Featuring a low cost meal and a whimsical read. 
Relaxation and stress reduction are important to 
stay happy and healthy especially in tough 
economic or emotional times.   
 

BULLETIN BLOOPERS 
 Diana and Don request your presents at their 

wedding. 
 The concert held in Fellowship Hall was a great 

success. Special thanks are due to the minister’s 
daughter, who labored the whole evening at the 
piano, which as usual fell upon her. 

 The outreach committee has enlisted 25 visitors to 
make calls on people who are not afflicted with any 
church. 

 Low Self-Esteem Support Group will meet Thursday 
at 7 to 8:30p.m. Please use the back door. 

 The 1991 Spring Council Retreat will be hell May 10 
and 11. 

 

 

ITALIAN HOAGIE 
Prep Time: 10 mins                                   Cook Time: 15 mins 
 

1 French Baguette  
½ pound provolone 
½ pound ham 
½ pound Capicola 
½ pound Genoa Salami 
2 cups shredded lettuce 
¼ white or red onion sliced 
¼ red pepper cut into strips 
1 medium tomato sliced 
To sprinkle on top olive oil, vinegar, Italian seasoning, 
minced garlic, salt and pepper 
 

Instructions 

Preheat oven to 350 F. Cut baguette in half along one side 
and open with sides still connected.  Layer across the 
bread in order provolone cheese, ham, Capicola then 
salami.  Bake for 12-15 minutes depending on how well 
done you like your lunch meat. Remove from oven and 
garnish with lettuce, onion, red pepper and tomatoes.  
Sprinkle on oil, vinegar and seasonings. 
 

I recommend serving it with a nice garden salad with olive 
oil, vinegar, Italian Seasoning, minced garlic, salt and 
pepper.  Enjoy!  
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CLEAN CONSCIENCE 
Environmentally sound and inexpensive cleaning 
tips and/or reusing tips 
 

REFRIGERATOR CLEANER 
2 tbsp. baking soda 
1 quart warm water 
 
Dissolve baking soda in water. Use to wipe all surfaces 
inside and out. For stubborn spots, rub with baking soda 
paste. Be sure to rinse with a clean, wet cloth. 

 
Christian Symbols 

Sevenfold Flame: Tongues of fire are a 
common symbol of the Holy Spirit, based 
on the Pentecost events of Acts 2. 
However, when seven flames are depicted 

together, they also represent the seven gifts of the Spirit 
as named in Isaiah 11:2-3: wisdom, understanding, 
counsel, might, knowledge, fear of the Lord and delight in 
the fear of the Lord (sometimes paraphrased "joy in the 
Lord's presence"). 

 
Grace In, Grace Out 

The computer acronym GIGO — “garbage in, 
garbage out” — describes how putting wrong code into a 
machine will lead to faulty output. Jesus offers a similar 
lesson in Matthew 15: “What comes out of the mouth 
proceeds from the heart, and this defiles a person” (v. 18, 
ESV). 

GIGO works the other way, too. If we put good 
things (including the good news of salvation) “in” our 
hearts, Jesus’ goodness will shine “out” through our lives. 
And when God’s grace enters and changes us, we’ll also 
reach out and share that good news with others.  
 

The Master Puzzzler 

 
In Laughing in the Dark (Howard Books), Christian 
comedian Chonda Pierce calls God the Master Puzzler, 
because “in him all things hold together” (Colossians 
1:17). In his infinite wisdom, God “can organize the colors 
better than anyone (Have you seen a sunset lately?) He 
knows where to fit every shape and size (Have you seen a 
mountain range?).”  
 
Until God places the last piece, the final picture is a 
mystery to us. But in the meantime, God offers order and 
purpose, providing his law as the puzzle’s edges.  
 
Pierce encourages people to let the “Master Puzzler” take 
over when life gets messy. Like the prophet Jeremiah, we 

can cry, “GOD, pick up the pieces. Put me back together 
again. You are my praise!” (17:14,The Message).  
 

My Purpose 
God has created me to do him some definite service …  
I have my mission … he has not created me for naught.  

I shall do good; I shall do his work …  
I will trust him, whatever I am,  

I can never be thrown away.  
If I am in sickness, my sickness may serve him,  

in perplexity, my perplexity may serve him.  
If I am in sorrow, my sorrow may serve him.  

He does nothing in vain …  
He knows what he is about.  

—John Henry Newman  

 
The Greatest Example 

How often we quote Leviticus 19:18: “Love your 
neighbor as yourself.” It’s not a bad standard to reach for; 
even Jesus repeated it (see Matthew 22:39 and 
elsewhere). But in John 13:34, as Bible scholar Dr. Harry 
Wendt points out, Jesus changes the wording slightly but 
crucially: “A new commandment I give to you, that you 
love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to 
love one another” (ESV).  

Perhaps during his time on earth, Jesus realized 
humans don’t actually love ourselves very much or very 
well. So using self-love as the bar by which to measure 
neighbor-love might be ineffective. Although we may act 
self-enamored and self-impressed, it’s often just a cover 
for inner feelings of self-loathing and self-doubt. 

After washing his disciples’ feet and before 
sacrificing his very life for them (and us), Jesus changes 
the wording — and the example that will lead us: “Love 
one another not as you love you, but as I love you.” 
Unconditionally. Unreservedly. Wholeheartedly. Unto 
death. And into life everlasting.  
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CONTACT INFORMATION 

STAFF 

Pastor: Rev. Timothy Craven  738-3838 
Directors of Christian Education:  

Diane Adair 715-3124 
Director of Music: Carl Tobias 484-0127 
Secretary: Kelly Parrish 336-8800 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

President: Mike Leed 475-8092 
Vice-President: Linda Weaver  336-6177 
Recording Secretary: Kelly Parrish 336-8800 
Members: Troy Adair 715-3126 

       Jen Brubaker 940-3961 
       Nancy Eberly 945-2895 

                  Ronald Gehr 733-2920 
                  Brittany Hartlove  715-3127 
                  Dave Henry 610-856-1709 
 Kristi Leonhard 733-1260 
 Jennifer Mentzer 538-9932 
 Dan Sensenig 615-0924 
 David Weidman 336-4271 
 

LEADERS 

Auditors: Lynn Spotts  721-7644 
Treasurer: Skip Hutchinson 733-5029 
Assistant Treasurer: Nick Rampolla 484-855-3543 
Financial Secretary: Jill Showalter 336-5032 
Assistant Financial Secretary:  TBD 
Youth Group Advisors: Pastor Tim 738-3838 

Gail Harker  738-0047 
Altar Guild: Barr Family 626-0388 
Altar Flowers: Nancy Hain 336-6270                                                        
Special Flowers: Melanie Brubaker 859-4849 
Communion Assistant Coordinator:  

Kelly Parrish 336-8800 
Wedding Coordinator: Brittany Hartlove  715-3127 
Camp Person: Kim Craven 738-3838 
Newsletter Editor: Kelly Parrish 336-8800 
Web Site Editor: Office Staff 336-8800 
Lawn Care:  Dave Wilhide  733-7757 
Snow Removal: Randy Meckley 336-3230 
Scout Liaison: David Haldeman 733-8551 
Scripture Reader Coordinator:  

Dorothy Hutchinson 336-2563 
Greeter Coordinator: Fay Weitzel 336-2124 
Blood Bank: Linda Weaver 336-6177 
Blood Pressure Check Coordinator:  

Susan Specht 336-4601 
Coffee Social: John Hutchinson  336-2563 
Money Counters: Nancy Eberly 945-2895 
 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS                                                                                                                                                                                       

Worship and Music: Nancy Hain 336-6270                                                        
Social Ministry: Betty Cordes 335-3624  
                                   Shirley Sweigart 336-6803 
Stewardship: Bob Getz 336-6236 
Budget: Nick Rampolla  445-0487 
Endowment/Memorial: Randy Brubaker  733-9222                                                                                 
Property: Randy Meckley 336-3230 

Bible Study Breakfast:  
     Skip Hutchinson  733-5029 

 

SCOUT LEADERS 

Troop 115: Sheldon Brubaker  721-3863 
Cub Master: Jennifer Neidigh   314-0866 
 

WEBSITE: www.mellingers.org 
 

FACEBOOK: Please come check us out on 

Facebook. We are listed under Mellingers 
Evangelical Lutheran Church.  Check with your 
children or grandchildren if you do not know how to use 
Facebook.   

 

LISTEN TO THE SERVICE FROM HOME 
No special equipment is required for usage and is at no 
cost to the caller as long as Mellingers is not a long 
distance call for you.  Instructions for use are as follows: 

1. A few minutes before the church service starts, dial 
336-4191. 

2. If the phone rings more than four times, the system at 
the church is not yet turned on.  Please hang up and 
try again in a few minutes.  

3. If you get a busy signal, this means the system is full 
with other callers. 

4. If the system answers, please listen quietly and do not 
hang up for at least ten minutes.  This is because if the 
first person listens for only a few minutes and then 
hangs up before others call in, the system will shut 
down and no one else will be able to call in for that 
service. 

5. Please be aware that others who call in using this 
service can hear you speak.  You should not talk to 
other people on the line but no one at Mellingers can 
hear you. 

6. You may listen as long as you like.  Just hang up when 
you are finished.   

 
 

 

http://www.mellingers.org/
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August 1: Michael Haller  
Katie Stahl  
Shirl Tobias  

August 2: Austin Neidigh  

August 3: Jennifer Brubaker  

 August 4: Martin Gerhart  
Judy Meckley  
Michael Weitzel  

August 5: Crystal Hemling  
Daniel Rudisill  

August 7: Elaine Haldeman  
Ethel Sensenig  

August 8: Shawn Firestine  
Courtney Leisey  

August 9: Rick Dillon  

August 10: Sue Gray  

August 12: Jean Townsley  

August 13: Angelina Weachter  
Joan Wentzel  

August 14: Larry Meckley  

August 15: Carol Heckman  

August 16: Susie Gehman  
Dillon Shortuse  

August 18: Rickey Hutchinson  
Jameson Walters  

August 19: Patricia Kieffer  
Sean Moyer  

August 20: Dawn Henry  
Emma Herr  
Tina Melusky  

August 21: David Weidman  

August 22: Tess Freeman  
Colin Gockley  
Sonya Leisey  
Shane Taylor  

August 23: Jane Goshert  

August 25: Donald Stafford  

August 28: Brandon Jeffers  

August 29: Roy Latshaw  
Becky Ruff  

August 30: Lisa Leary  

August 31: Allison Fassnacht  
David Haldeman  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

August 4, 1979 
Jay & Harriet Stoltzfus 

 
 August 7, 1999  

Christine & Benjamin Herr 
 

August 12, 2006  
Shannon & Jessica 

Pannebecker  
 

August 14, 1965  
Jerry & Martha Petery 

 
August 16, 1975  

Tom & Trish Fassnacht 
 

August 17, 1969  
Bill & Betty Cordes 

 
August 19, 1967  

Ronald & Bonnie Weinhold 
 

August 20, 1955  
Roger & Dolly Gehman 

 
August 21, 1965 

Denton & Karen Borry 
 

August 21, 1993  
Jason & Wendi Schlott 

 
August 22, 1981  
Jim & Patty Cox 

 
August 26, 1967  

Lloyd & Virginia Weitzel 
 

August 27, 1967  
Randy & Vicky Meckley 

 
August 27, 1960  

Harry & Barbara Pannebecker 
 

August 28, 1993  
Norm & Jennifer Hoover 

 
August 30, 1984 

Daniel & Sally Stahl 
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THANK YOU TO 

ALL WHO HELPED 

THY NEIGHBOR 

THIS SUMMER!  
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